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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the app^cation. 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (Cxirreatly amended) A method for processing accomit information containec in batch 
process files in an on-line like manner, said method comprising the steps of: 

reading at least one batch file containing a plurality of records, each of said pl^ality of 
records associated with one of a pliirality of accounts; 

identifying which of said plurality of records relate to same ones of said plura ity of 
accounts by creating a work queue which includes index-like entries which identify ebch of the 
plurality of Qtagod records of plurality of acoounts ; 

selecting one of said accounts in accordance with a control cycle and restrictii^g access to 
said selected accoimt, 

processing each of said records identified as relating to said selected one of sa id acooimts 
prior to processing any of said records relating to any other of said plurality of accoui its; and 

removing said restricted access to said selected accomit after all of said recorqs identified 
as related to said selected account are processed^ 

wherein, the step of selecting one of said accoimts in accordance with a contr( 1 cycle and 



p-4 



restricting access to said selected account includes dequeuing the account to be proo tssed 



2. (Previously presented) The method as recited in claim 1 further comprising tl|e st^ of: 
reporting the results of processing of each selected account. 

3. (Previously presented) The method as recited in claim 1 further comprising tlje step of: 
storing the results of processing of each selected account 
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4. (Original) The zn^od as redted in claim 1 wherein the step of identifying iqcludes 
validating said records. 

5, (Qrigina]) The method as recited iii claim 1 wherein the step of selecting ftirt[ier 
comprises: 

selecting preexisting ones of said accounts prior to new ones of said accounts. 



6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Previously presented) The method as redted in claim 1 wherein said control 
determined autonomously, 

8. (Previously presented) The method as redted in claim 7 wherein said control 
selected from the group consisting of: daily, day specific, weekly, monthly, quarterly 



^ycle is 



;ycle is 
yearly. 



9, (Original) The method as recited in claim 6 wherein said control cycle is detejmined 
manually. 

1 0. (Original) The method as redted in daim 2 wherein said step of reporting octurs at 
preselected intervals. 

1 1- (Original) The method as redted in daim 2 wherein the step of reporting occprs upon 
detection of a predeteraiined event 

12. (Previously presented) The method as redted in claim 3, wherein said step o^ storing 
occurs at preselected intervals. 

1 3. (Previously presented) The method as redted in claim 3^ wherein the st^ of Jtoring 
occurs upon detection of a predetermined event. 
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1 4. (Previously presented) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the step of processing 
comprises: 

debiting said selected ones of said accounts. 

1 5. (Previously presented) The method as recited in claim 1 wherein the step of jjrocessing 
comprises reconciling said selected account. 

1 6. (Original) The method as recited in daim 1 wherein the step of processing ccjmprises 
creating bills. 

1 7. (Original) The method as recited in daim 1 wherein the step of processing ccjmprises 
determining disbursements. 

1 8. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1 wherein the step of processing comprises 
generating notices. 



19. (Curreaitly Amended) A system for processing account information contained in 
process files in an on-line like manner, said system comprising: 

input means operable to read at least one batch file containing a plurality 
of said plurality of records associated with one of a plurality of accounts; 

a memory in communication with said input means to store said at least one 

a processor in conHnunication with said memory, operable to: 

identify which of said plurality of records relate to same ones of said 

accounts; 

select one of said accounts in accordance with a control cycle and 
to said selected account; 

process each of said records identified as relating to said selected 
to processing any of said records relating to any other of said plurality 

remove said restricted access to said selected account after records 
related to said selected account have been processed; 



batch 

, each 
file; 
plurality of 



of It cords. 



tatch: 



restict access 

acQount prior 
of acc(|>unts; and 
identified as 
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whereiiL the stq) of selecting; one of said accounts in accordance with 



a ccmtrol 



cycle and restricting access to said selected account includes de-aueuing the abcount to 
be processed - 

20. (Previously presented) The system as recited in claim 19 wherein said proc^sor is 
further operable to: 

report the results of processing of each selected account. 

2 1 . (Previously presented) The system as recited in claim 1 9 wherein said procesi or is 
further operable to : 

store the resiilts of processing of each selected account. 

22- (Original) The system as recited in claim 1 9 wherein said processor is furthei| operable 
to: 

validate said records. 



23. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1 9 wherein said processor is operaqle to: select 
existing ones of said accounts prior to new ones of said accounts. 

24. (Cancelled) 



25. (Previously presented) The system as recited in claim 1 9 wherein said contro 
determined autonomously. 

26. (Previously presented) The system as recited in claim 25 wherein said contro 
selected from the group consisting of: daily, day specific, weddy, monthly, quarterly 
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cycle is 



cycle is 
yearly. 
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27. (Currently amended) The system as recited in claim [[24]] 25 wherein said cqntrol cycle 
is determined manually. 



28. (Original) The system as recited in claim 20 wherein said reporting occurs at preselected 
intervals. 



29. (Original) The systan as recited in claim 20 wherein said reporting occurs up|on 
detection of a predetemiined event. 



30. (Original) The system as recited in claim 21 wherein said storing occurs at prpselected 
intervals. 



31. (Original) The system as recited in claim 21 wherein said storing occurs upo4 detection 
of a predetermined event. 

32. (Previously presented) The system as recited in claim 19 wherein said processing 
comprises: 

dd)iting said selected account. 

33. (Previously presented) The system as recited in claim 19 wherein said processing 
comprises: 

reconciling said selected account. 



34. (Original) The system as recited in claim 19 wherein said processing compri^s creating 
bills. 

35. (Original) The system as recited in claim 19 wherein said pioce^ing compris es 
determining disbursements. 
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36. (Original) The syston as recited in claim 19 wherein said processing compri^ 
generating notices. 

37. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in claim 1 9 wherein said processor is 
further operable to: 

backup said selected accounL 

38. (Original) The system as recited in claim 37 wherein said backup occurs at pifselected 
intervals - 

39. (Original) The system as recited in claim 37 wherein said backup occurs upo^ detection 
of a predetermined event. 



40. (Previously presented) The systrai as recited in claim 1 9 wherein said input nieans is 
selected fh)m the group consisting of: keyboard entry, punch cards, pap^ tape, magn|sric tape, 
optical media, electronic media, touch-screen entry, oommimication network. 

41. (Currently Amended) A method for processing account information oontainep in batch 
process files in an on-line like manner, said method comprising the steps of: 

reading at least one batch file containing a plurality of records, each of said plurality of 
records associated with one of a plurality of accounts; 

creating a work queue which includes index-like entries which identify each < f the 
plurality of staged records of plurality of accounts; 

generating distinct account tables from the plurality of accounts; 

identifying accounts found in the account tables whidi relate to same ones of said 
plurality of accounts; 

selecting one of said accounts in accordance with a control cycle and restricts ig access to 
said selected account, 
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processing each of said records identified as relating to said selected one of sa d accoxmts 
prior to processing any of said records relating to any other of said plurality of acooui ts; and 

removing said restricted access to said selected account after all of said record 5 identified 
as related to said selected account are processed; 

whereiiL said selecting one of said accounts in accordance with a oontrpl cvcli and 



restrictin|g access to said selected account includes de-queuing the account to be woa ssed. 



42. (Previously Presented) The mefliod as recited in claim 41 further comprising 
reporting the results of processing of each selected account. 

43. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 41 further comprising 
storing the results of processing of each selected account 



he step of: 



he step of: 



44. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 41 wherem the step ofjidentifying 
includes validating said records. 

45. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 41 wherein the step oflselecting 
further comprises: 

selecting preexisting ones of said accounts prior to new ones of said accounts* 

46. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 41 wherein said contrcjl cycle is 
determined autonomously, 

47. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim [[47]] 41 wherein said t ontrol 
cycle is selected from the group consisting of: daily, day specific, weekly, monthly, q Liarterly, 
yeariy. 

48. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 47 wherein said contrc 1 cycle is 
determined manually. 
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49. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 42 wherdn said step op reporting 
occurs at preselected intervals, 

50. (Previously Presented) Hie method as recited in claim 42 wherein the step of|reporting 
occurs vpon detection of a predetermined event. 

5 1 . (Previously Presented) Hie method as recited in claim 43, wherein said step staring 
occurs at preselected intervals. 



52. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 43, wherein the step o: 
occurs upon detection of a predetemiined event. 

53, (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 41, wherein the step o: 
^comprises: debiting said selected ones of said accounts. 



54. (E^reviously Presented) The method as recited in claim 41 wherein the step oqprocessing 
comprises reconciling said selected account 

55. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 41 wherein the step of|processing 
comprises creating bills. 



56. (Previously Pr^ented) The method as recited in claim 41 wherein the step of 
comprises determining disbursements. 



57. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 4 1 wherein the step of {)rocessing 
comprises generating notices. 

58. (Cancelled). 
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